
DELAWARE MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
 

ALL-STATE JUNIOR JAZZ AUDITION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 2010 - 2011 
Junior Jazz Band members are in Grades 7 - 9 

 
REQUIRED SOLOS: 

All Instruments except drum set:  “A Doll” (Intro and Chorus 1 only) 
by Jim Snidero 

Found in Jazz Conception collection, Jim Snidero  
Published by Advance Music 

 
The Drum Set solo appears below and may be photocopied.  

 
Ordering information for Jazz Conception: 

Price for each volume is approximately $17.95.  Books come with 
accompanying CD.  Online orders may be taken at 
www.advancemusic.com, www.jwpepper.com, www.samash.com and 
others.  Books are also available at local music stores. Catalog 
numbers for orders: 
 

Alto and baritone sax:  14720  Guitar:  14726 
Tenor Sax:  14721    Piano:  14727 
Trumpet:  14722      Bass:  14736 

Trombone:  14723    
Vibraphone:  14727 (piano book; perform treble clef only.  Play top 

two notes only in written chords) 
 

Other requirements: 
 

Wind Instruments (saxophones, trumpets, trombones): 
 

1. Blues Scales performed in “swinging” eighth notes, two octaves, in concert keys of 
Bb, C, Eb and F.   Scale degrees are   1    b3    4    #4    5    b7   8    

 
All scales’ minimum tempo is quarter note = 120 beats per minute 

   
2.  Sight-reading in jazz style (selected by the All-State committee) 
3.  Improvisation is NOT required, but will earn the applicant up to five “extra credit” 
points.  Applicants will improvise as a play-along along with the recording of “Bb Blues” 
by Jamey Aebersold (two choruses).  Found in Volume 54 of his series (catalog #V54DS).   
 



ALL-STATE JUNIOR JAZZ BAND REQUIREMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 
Rhythm (piano, vibraphone, bass, guitar): 
 
1.   Minor Blues Scales, two octaves, in keys of Bb, C, Eb and F.  See #2 above. 
2.  Sight-reading in jazz style (will include jazz chord notation for “vamping,” e.g. D7,  
      Gmaj7, etc.) 
3. Improvisation is NOT required, but will earn the applicant up to five “extra credit” 

points.  Applicants will improvise as a play-along along with the recording of “Bb 
Blues” by Jamey Aebersold (two choruses).  Found in Volume 54 of his series (catalog 
#V54DS).   

 

Percussion (drum set): 
 
1.  Improvised Swing Jazz and Latin Rock styles in 4/4 at 132 bpm.  
2.  Improvised jazz waltz style in 3/4 at 132 bpm.  
 

For #1 and #2 above, use sticks, brushes and other accessories wherever appropriate. 
 

2. Sight-reading in jazz style 
3. Improvisation IS required for drum set.  Applicants will improvise as a play-along 

along with the recording of “Bb Blues” by Jamey Aebersold (two choruses).  Found in 
Volume 54 of his series (catalog #V54DS).   

 
NOTE:  A drum set will be available for auditions; students may bring their own set if 
desired.  An amplifier will be provided for electric bass and guitar; students must bring 
their own patch cords.  An acoustic or electric piano will be provided. 
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Drum Set



ã

y t y y œ œ x œ œ y

Middle School All State Jazz Audition II KeyMiddle School All State Jazz Audition II KeyMiddle School All State Jazz Audition II KeyMiddle School All State Jazz Audition II Key
Tom PalmerTom PalmerTom PalmerTom Palmer

©2007

crash cym ride (bell)
closed high hat

ride cym small tom
snare drum

side stick

large tom

bass drum high hat with 
left foot

The first section uses a common Afro Cuban groove. The ride bell is playing a rhythm called cascara 
while the other hand is simulating a conga part. If you are not familiar with this groove, take your 
time and learn this two bar pattern slowly. Play each part separately and then put the parts together.
The bell pattern and the snare drum side stick and tom pattern should be solid. The BD and left foot 
HH should support but not overpower the hands. Read the fills in bar 7 & 8 exactly as written. The 
section ends with a fill leading into ensemble figures playing the 2-3 clave rhythm.

The second section goes into a funk/rock feel. The sixteenth note triplets on beat four of bar 24 
lead into the final swing section. Establish solid swinging time with the ride cymbal and left foot 
high hat. The section figures in bars 29 and 31 should be incorporated into the jazz ride and high hat 
pattern. It should not change the basic ride cymbal and high hat pattern.

The piece ends with solo fills and ensemble figures. Watch the ritard in the last line. The fill in
bar 39 is open and out of time-- drummers often fill this way while the band is holding the last chord
at the end of an arrangement. 

The piece is to be played with one steady pulse (until bar 37). The speed of the quarter note in the 
latin section is equal to the speed of the eighth note in the funky section. The speed of the eighth 
note in the funky section is equal to the speed of the quarter note in the swing section. The
metronome markings are there as a guide, as the piece will sound good a bit faster.

I hope you enjoy this piece and I wish you good luck with your studies!

Tom Palmer 


